




A Matter of the Heart (1 Sam. 16:1–13)
The anointing of David and
the pesky issue of appearances



The Compelling Story—God chooses his king (An 
exercise in appearances)

1. Saul is fired (1 Samuel 16:1–2)
(Samuel’s grief and fear)

2. David is chosen (1 Samuel 16:3–13)
(Samuel’s rush to appearances)



The Prevailing Truth—God knows the heart
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his 
stature because I have rejected him. Humans do not see what the 
Lord sees, for humans see what is visible, but the Lord sees the 
heart.” [v.7]



The Convicting Applications—God desires my heart
Fact: God is not impressed or fooled by my appearances
Implication: I can’t fake out God



The Convicting Applications—God desires my heart
Fact: God is not impressed or fooled by my appearances
Implication: I can’t fake out God

Fact: God will not settle for anything less than my heart
Implication: If God doesn’t have my heart , he doesn’t have me

Jesus: “Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied correctly about you when he 
said: This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me.”
Matthew 15:7–8



Bethlehem Ephrathah,
you are small among the clans of Judah;
one will come from you
to be ruler over Israel for me.
His origin is from antiquity,
from ancient times.
Therefore, Israel will be abandoned until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of the ruler’s brothers will return
to the people of Israel.
He will stand and shepherd them
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majestic name of the Lord his God.
They will live securely,
for then his greatness will extend
to the ends of the earth.
Micah 5:2–4



The Convicting Applications—God desires my heart
Fact: God is not impressed or fooled by my appearances
Implication: I can’t fake out God

Fact: God will not settle for anything less than my heart
Implication: If God doesn’t have my heart , he doesn’t have me

Fact: David’s “Son” came to give us a new heart
Implication: I must trust Christ for a new heart and consistently give 
him ownership of it
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